U.S. Appln. 10/016,280 


Amendments to the Specification; 

Please add the following new paragraph after the title on page 1 : 

This application is a continuation of International Application PCT/EP00/05547 (WO 
00/78735) filed on June 16, 2000 which claims benefit to prior U.S. Provisional Application 
60/146,644, filed July 30, 1999 and prior German Application Nos. DE 199 28 281 and DE 
100 23 085, filed June 21, 1999 and May 11, 2000, respectively. Benefit of the earlier filing 
date of the prior International Application is hereby claimed pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 365(c). 


